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How many residents of 
Bayonne !lave ever heard ofp.", ......tv··· - -­

I 

I 
" 

"Where is PlattY_KiIJ Creek?" 

i Public Safety Di,rector 
Eugene O'Neil said he never 
heard of it. Neither diq Assis­
tant City EngineeiEdwllrd Got­
tko. Director of ­
Edward Sweeney 

the question and 

president 


by nam'e',"'although 

stick-shaped body of 

there in the Constable Hook 

tion of the city. 


Platty Kill Creek was! 
named by the Dutch in 1646, ac-': 
cording to Dr. Walter FJ, 
RObins911... .\llJJayonne·s,;.,1eAdin

1 
. at thari 

--~:J:--- ----....... - separated
froin the 'rest of Bayonne by 
marshland. "Piatty Kill Creek was Ii 
body of water that flowed through the, 
marSh, widening as it approached the 
KIU Van KuH," he said. 
:~. As the marshland was filled in, a 

good portion of the creek was also lost 
but a remnant of it remains today, Dr. 
Robinson said. "There is still a COUplf 
of hundred feet of water," he said. 

. 'The creek is now nestled in an in. 
dustrial area and borders the ExlCon 
Plant and Bayonne Industries in the 

!Hook. Deputl Fire Chief William 

knows Where the creek Is and 

thel 
eq 

rr~...,ssixyears 
~ ~ --IP.t~.~ oil andother polfutants trom nearby in­

dustries. It has since been cleaned up, 
he said, and industry no longer uses 
the Platty Kill as a dumping ground. 

Mayor Dennis ColJlns recaJJed 
Platty Kill Creek when we asked him I 
the question that stumped so many j 
others. He said that as a young man 
he Worked as a laborer laying 
pipelines in the HOok area. He 
recalled dOing work near the Platty
Kill Creek. 

. The Creek today is very small and 
is dwarfed by giant industrial, plants. 
It'doesn't offer much to the city's 
residents -except a . taste of their 
heritage and a little bit of nature that 
has survived modern technOlogy. 
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