“Bomie interesting bits
of Bayonne history

e

; In 1939, the Bayonne Hmtoncal Society pubhshed &’book

ilet listing 14 pages of historic landmarks in our city. Many of
those. sites mcluded in the booklet are now gone, whlle ‘others
lare still withus.

Nevertheless, the pubhcatlon, whxch is avaxlable in the re- -
ference room of the Bayonne Public Library, provides a Iot of
interesting information to those interésted in the development
of Bayonne from colonial times to 1938,

Most of the city’s main avenue, Broadway, is lald outina
straight line. There is a westerly curve at 6th Street and Broad-
way, because the Du Ponts, a wealthy family acquired the land
there and decided to chan the roadway The curve was"hevel‘
straightenedout... - "7 w

Before the Bayonne Bndge was b\ult and for some
after, the main transportation between Bayonne and Stau’an
Island was the ferry. According to the Booklet, theré were
ferry stops at 1st Street and Avenue A in colonial times
Street and Broadway in the 1800's and ai: lst Str
AvenueCi in the mid 1800's. - . :

$the federal vamment decided to blast it out of the wa

the way, Staten Island was 4 part of New Jersey until 18%
False teeth, as we know them today, were develaped?

QDr. Parmelee, who had a laboratory at 40 Avenue C. Nearby

@was the terminus of the city’s trolley car system nnd“

Shat the Dummy Railroad Line. - !

' The Dummy Railroad ran between Avenue C«

Broadway from 2nd Street to the present day '28th Street and ;

then on to Greenvxlle on a winding route through the northern
oeninsula.
One of the more popular stops along the Dmnmy
12 ayonne Grove, a place for family picnics and oﬁtmgs B i
Lo day’s Grove Place, & small street nght behmd the Mu !
@ Building on West 28th Street. S
The publication reminds us that baseball" ihve
Doubleday lived at 110 West 8th Street. e T
At the foot of Oak Street, near the Atlas Yacht Clu-&‘
nce the busiest coal port in the entire world. The Port Johnson
‘Coal Docks, as they were known, were named, for an engineer
¢ who became presxdent: of the Centrnl N ew. J Jersey Raxlread
3 Company. - -
Today, the coal docks are httle more than rottmg pxles
3 Where ships were left to decay. The late maritime artist John
Noble’s studio houseboat was docked at the Atlas Yacht club
and the old coal docks and ship graveyard were among his
3 favorite subjects in art and conversation. This is one. of the
sites due to be cleaned by the Axmy Corps of Engineers. ~ '
- Bayonne's first apartment building still stands at 201
Broadway at 7th Street. It was known as the Florexwe Flata
'and was considered “swanky” when first built, ¥

'~r‘

o

M dwas “paved” with wood planks. At about 34rd Stxeetthe bad §

-

. Bntlsh durmg the fall of New Yark Harbor.

10&‘

h\?a‘ndg
v .Iordﬁvenue,theﬁnnnmsusadtotalzepo shots at the}

' %f;gver, itisafact that our first pres:dent sax]ed through the

‘*“‘ ‘At onetlmethere ‘
~%reet and Avenu$ E. When the Central Railroad camie

. moved. stone hy stone, so that it faced Avenue E, instead

- Broadway once was kngwn as the Plank Road

wandered west and north to 4 bridge over ‘the Morris Clnal f
to Jersey City. Today, there are @wo blocks of tlm Plnnk l{oad
between 47th and 49th Streets. . - 3
:The Morris Canal was bailt between 1830 and 1836 asa §
hort cut between Newark and New York Baya. The canal was §
ofa system that ran from the Great Lakes t.o New York s
arbor. ;
Inthemxdlsoo’sthacanalandsumundmg(:umes
Woods were favorite lovers’ lanes and family picnic areas, The [§
last canal boat went through the Morris Canal in 1802. Today,
its bed still serves as the boundary betweon Bayonne and
etsey Cit; v‘«'«&
3 There):s an hiatonc marker on Avenue B and 52nd Street.
deecnhmg Fort Delancey. Ongmally, it was an Ameriean fort E
rin the Bzvolutxonary ‘War, which was later takan over the

ﬁebel troops and the British engaged i in a nuimber of fierce §
he fort, which was located gn the hxghest

or another, were manned by the Amencans o ey ‘
mch.lded 54th and 46th St.reet at Newark Bay, at the tip of |

st Strept at Jngham,» Lord and Hmnphrey Avenues. From

ritish troops drilling on Staten Island. .- L v
Legend has it that George Wasmngwn gt;opped at. exthe
#n ‘estate at. Humphrey Avenue or ‘at Ingham “Avenue.

Van Kull on ‘his way to his inauguration. ™ .- .-,
he La Hotel was this city’s most famous resort
Bayonnew 88 reoort town in the 1800's, Distmgmahed
guests such as Pregxdent Grant and Mark Twain stayed at the B

which was ted between Broadway m:;d Avenue C on B
Kill Van Kull.

'"“z

\u a Stone Hotel loc.ated on East 33rd :

 hrough, the building had to be raised off its foundation andg}

o railroad. It washailed s g great gngineeriig feat™ 5, - J§
; ‘?hqz” 4 interesting of informatién in the

"1938 booklet. Itra future column, 1 would like to update thagh
lihatmn ith some e ather mt,erestmg landmarks such as theg
1 Ba oﬁneFlre M usetir, affd BayonneBn ge




