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I(~i(, \>114$ Broadway ... from Indians te;> Commercial C'enter 
Shopping for a l!:ew dl7ess, suit A story is told of one Hendrik its speed of reacbing Philadel-pedestrian who stepped on the people from throughout the 

bat, school supplies, household y·an Dyck wh~ owped a farm !phia from Jersey City, mapped lend of a plank that cov·ered a world. 
goods, or furmture? Putting In 1655 extending !rom Broad-Iout·a portion of Broadway as ihole. The poor chap was smack- I 7' th 
Inoney in'the bank or looking to way to the Hudson. It is said part of its route. led smartly in the back of the Av~n~90 b e ~.erchants alOJ:g 
fIorrow some? Dining out. or that Mr. Va'n Dyck was particu- Broadway south of 5th Street head and probably sported a C . ~ to 1ehtlOnthed the CIty 
going to a movie? Where dolarly fond of peaches and cuI- was once lo~ated west of where jbump for some time. t~unct t ~ a~ge de name of 
'au got;'" to. Broadway. . . tivated several of these fruit it is today It was only some Even if they avoided the mud I e IS t~ee . 0 roa dway. The 

. th tr' t d iii-. E' It . 	 . ' reso Ulan was a opted andT d thio. aysavenue IS e com- ees Impor e uv~ urope. time after the 1800s that it was 'when it came to a parade, the passed. : 
Inerclal heart of Bayonne. ~hop- seems that the Indians hCjd also 1moved eastward to its presentjpeoPle would march in it no 
ping ~e!!t~rs have be~n bu~t ~n sudden~y developed a y.en for site. Again when Broadway was matter what. An oldtimer who Several merchants who 

. the Vlclmtyof the CIty WIthin the fruIt and started to raid the extenq.ed northward from 32nd was a merchant on. Bro'adway located or: Avenue Dare 
easY reach of thelooal shoppers, Van DY~k orchard. Annoyed at Street to the Morris Canal, it! and watched it grow up once 0 per a tIn g successfully 
b?Wev~r the quality lD:erc~an- the Indians because of the was wider than the rest of the remarked, "They'd march even modern Broadway. 
dise, ~e personal servICe a'nd trou~le he had to endure to avenue. So the whole street if the mud was up to their I;;;";;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;:;::---- ­

.; 	 ~efri.end1y atmogpher4! pro- ~btam the trees, Va!! Dyck sta- from the canal to the Kill had neckS." . I 

.. vtded ... .. local m.erchants tioned himself one mght beneath Ito be widened eastward to ad' . d.t I
by tbe 
'.havekePt.the. bu.s.inessinBayooneofthetrees. \ . nif, . 'dth ·Th· ti ,In1882.Bro~wayrec~lve lSI

Dune :,,;;:,:..,).., " .:,'......, 1 U ~rm WI. IS ac on.flrst pavIng Job. By vIrtue of 
,',:'c;But BfoadWay'}vasn't always . S~re enough the peach-hungry\nessltated the removal of thelthe imp:-ovement its name waSj' 


,;,,' ·..;".. 1.·... a' commercial. district •• In. fact Indhlan~. .eam.de... to plunder dthe Rtheforml ed
d 

Chukrch ~n.d several automabc. allY. changed to AV. e· 

.,. ,;'7~afonetl.me:itwas notbingmrire. ore ar"",) a~ one ~ maurau er oer an mar S" .... , nue ~ ..l3.r~,!d!~y fr!lm 5~.iI. ~~eet I


rJ~$'-than ~lf:,1ilere'.Path in a forest; was tl:!ki!l&, ~e fruit·from the Br,oadway was ,radually be-I south was alSo calleaAvenue S'1 

'., 'I-"<I!;~.,In.~;th~"AearIy~ 1600s . pirates tr~ .under WhICh Van Dyck was CO~In~ a st:l'eet,. maybe even I~ 1884 l~tter carriers, were 


.- aneh6rea.· tbefr-sbips in NeVi w~lting, Th~ Dutchman ~ur- begInmng to)ook like an avenue.fglven the Job of numberIng t~e 

. York and Newark Bays .and· p;tsed t~e t~lef and shot ~m, It was wIde,. extended thej'hOUSes along Broadway. This 


came. ashore with their booty. 1dis~ov-enng 'It to b.e an Indian length of the CIty and was an numbering process brought

After they diVided the loot they ma.Iden. The chlefs became aid to tra.nsI?Ortation.. Stpr~s about a radical change in some 

had . plundered, mani' buried funous and they. chase~Van began sprIngmg up here and, streets (e.g. Broadway at 16th 


.. their . treasure' along this path Dyck down the tr311 that IS n~w there and gradually it was at· Street became Broadway at 8th 

in the' .woods,. . .' . '. B.ro~dway' a?d succeed~ ln1tracting some commercial trade. Street.) 


The pirates though, were not mcking lilm In the .ear With an I But when it rained, Broadway Several landmarks were ,10­
the only ones to use the little arrow. However, res,cuers SOOIl.I was something else. It was cated on Broadway. The fIrst 

trail. Indians living in the area ca;'lle and the Indians were mud, and holes, stuck carriages City- Hall was at 22nd Street, a 

used it especially When escaping drIven back. \' soiled dresses and buried shoes, skating rink at 21st Street where 

after their r.aidson,ne1ghborlng . Al1.theseevents tOQk -place on To solve the problem, a I d Wigdor's' Jewelry Store now 

farms. These Indians we are the Site where now there stands planks were put lengthwise stands, the old Strand Theater ,. 

told weren't the peaceful pipe- a row of stores, neon lights, across tbe road, hence it be- where William Jennings Bryant 

IImoking type who sat around theaters, and banks. cam.e known as "Old P I a n k made a campaign speech and I 

selling blankets and trinkets, I As it became used more and\ROad." The'planks served the the LaTourette ljIotel, showplace 

They were able warriors a'nd!more, the path graually widen- purpose of' keeping carriages of the city andcon~idere~ ~er-. 

brandished tomabawks when ed. The "Flying Ma·cbine" a I and citizens from being stuck ~aps, the most beahf~ ~uilding I 

their anger was aroused. Istagecoach so na·med because of lin the mud. But woe to the tIn the East ,was vlSlted by
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