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Anecdctes 
1,!~,"oi~li"l'I(','ol'II~:I",.I!':\I'II'I"\I' Fir"",,',,',' ill II""" II",""" H(, i~ oI",,!,I," ~r","
:-\.~;:'\ \ h'" allptujc;. Ilwil rut tn Illf't "'\OIl(jPlrHI' p(t()pl,:. \\Iw 

I ImeetingR 1·p~uIRl'lr at hpadqllartrq"i: \\f'rf.> hi!S npl~hlHHS ,,1H'11 1\1(> faull' 
Cpal\!5 <11,pla:r~ 1115 warm, pJar"on -I7lh SL "'lil"',III('n"lllpIJHyall~I"I!'I, 11110'· tut grin when he ,p\lll about olll'i ThA 01.1 WOl'Io1 ,Iylp or Ih(' p"arl ";i~111 hi, rallt"l"~ l'O'IISO' IJII"'I"01 

slIl'h Tmrl,r whif'h 'wa~ ;th-en on al~nO~dnl)hl".hrpa:-:tPd \1'~IIIIHI ('j'~1 dO\\I!. HIHl til(' :-;'lI1'1'fJlIlldil!;.! l'f'~i 
hot .laly ni~ht nt old Tru('.k 1 on Ill!' wPHr:: i~ a I'Pliahl.> kf'Y 111 111~ dplIl~ rathl'fl :1 flilltl In pnrdw!-\,' 

Of Old Days 
TOId Again 4.jth ~t. The children were hus~'penmnal1lr. lip i~ ahH(,,,,t cOlll'tly llOlI ..... ill).:: iJulh.. dal. '1'11,'11 i"I('h tit'· 

. tied out during the latt!.>r part. or in manJle]', willt " .-hal'tllilll" .lit:nil), \l'lIp!! a .!ay'~ lahor IInlll lit.; Yall 

Narrator Remembers the evening and wpre instructed to that. "I,II!~1 ~ 1'f'o;1'1'1:1. .1\0]'11 011 ,Inl)' BlIshil'k~ Im.j a III'''" 110""', , 

return homp. ,1,1866.111 a 111111' h,,"~f' Oil :-..""\\'111'1; AfI"!' ",'qlm'ill~ Ilt~ ~idl!Jla'l
"Kind Friendly People" "ln81.l'ad, we l;alhered IIJl huge Bay at 431'(\ :':1.. II"al' hi,; 1'1'I'~"1I1 Vall BlIskirk liHitillll: 11 ... >1, \\ ;"''' lit.' 

, piles of lea.e" and set fires at. 5e.·
Of Carefree Yesteryear eral Illaee!! near the woods:' r.:ealus 'Y 

recaJl~, "Thpll Rome of II" llOpped
Cealus "Bus" Van Bus- over Illp ren"p in oar·k or tit., tli'e 

kirk lives in a cozy one- hOIl~e,,,and rano:- the alarm in Ihp 
. ! to'wPI'. 

st<;ry cottage rIght In the i .\ minor re\'olulion broke 100,.., 
mIddle of Old Plank Road, :In!lide I he hOll"". Wompn screamed, 

Seyenty - nine year - old imusil'iaUII ,tooted nervolIsl,l', and 
Cealus who is the only sur_l the men scrambled Cor their gear.

" ' , The fire by then had become so
Vlvmg member of Bayonne s widespread that the hand·drawn 
oldest colored family and Ihucket apparatuR wa-s no match for 
:me of the city's most be- it and it ~1~plY bnrned ItselC out. 
I d fi . 't d' t b d Such fireR, II. should b~ recorded,love gures, Isn 13 ur e were fortunately oC the harmless 
it his home's position, since variety. 
Jld Plank Road has been a Vicious Profit Circle 
~hil1g of the past for many; Bulldiog unwanted fires wasn't 
years, Cealus has a special 'I th" only kind of misclIh;f Bayonn,:'s 
fondness for things of the Y"Il~lg"r ~et. beca~ne lII:ohed III 

d I 'k 't' h' dUl'ln;;- tlI" se\'entieg. l:ealus 1'1'­
past an 1 es to SI m lSI memb!'I'R that Ihp}, considered it 
comfortable frout roo m , tQulle funny to open a field gate, 
which is actually at 87 ,y, iand dr\\'e olle 01' more ~ows to the 
43rcl St. and recall the da\'s' commull!ty ~ pound. 'I here they 

, , " 'were paId ,,0 cents for each cow,
of Bayonne s youth and hIS and wlIen the hlLrried owner came 
own, to the ponnd in tlIe evenIng for 

Real Boy's Kingdom his charge, he had to pay 50 cents 
In those days, he remember~. the for the return oC each oC his ani· 

peninsula was a young boy's para- mal!!, The pound keeper. in the 
:lise. Playing hookey was common, meantime, had milked the Im­
because it was pretty difficult to pounded cows and made hlR profit 
ferret out a delinquent pupil who that way. . 
had taken to the woods on a berry· I Cealus remembers the La Tour·I 
hunting spree, or who had gone Iette I'louse in Its glory. pel'iod, He 
(Iown 10 the Rho!'e for a bit of can recollect Sunday afternoons 
fishing. Thfl latter was cealus'l whell tbe Bilk stockillg set of Jer· 
fa,'o)'lIe sport. He came by it nat·lsey City dro.e down, the men in 
uralI)', since tlie elder Van Bus, linen dusters. (he women in vo· 
kIrk was a fisherman_ luminous skirts and chapeaus. 

Tom Van Buskirk owned a string They would stOll IirRt at Salter's 
oC staunch sailing boats. the big- Hot.!'!. which advertised "tents, REMEMBERS KINDLIER BAYONNE.-This picture of Ccalus 
;;est and best of whIch was the Rwing~, lIml every moral and phygi· Van Buskirk. o"ly surviving member of Bayonne's ad lest Negro 
OenU-e Annie, and Cea.lus and his eal pn.io)'lll!"nt," family, was taken wne" ne visited The Bayonne Times. "Bus" i. 
young friends liked to scramble Thp!'e tll!"?'tl 1'",,1, "ip R l("ulOn.! just four years older than the newspaper and can remember the 
aboard the proud yessel on bright wI", allli alin", theil' overheated town in its toddling days, He i. shown looking oller one of nis 
days to help with the fishing t.eams to relax, and there Cealus prized possessio"s. an album of early local scenes. Many pnotoa 
chores, At that time -",ewark Bay and his young cronies would be on from hia personal collection are being reproduced in H,is edition. 
was one of the richest fishing hand to care for the uncomCortable (Photo by Manger} 

",'aters in the country. so fisher- hOl'''!5, They lI~uall~' reech'ed a 

melt eould be choosey about their dollar from eadl customer. and it IhOllie, £:('8111" IYn < OIH' or lin' ..hil,: lal IeI' W(,,1l1. out of hu"ill{,~8, CeHI\I~' 

caleb. i was a tilreadbare Sunday when dl'l'lI. The oth.. I'~, al! d .. ad. were [alll<'!' rented HOIlItc' of I he bout,; 


If their nets brought in anything: this work didn't net a young man Mat, Tom Jr" Bill anti Jenny, His and used others for fishing. The 
that seemed less than select, they I five or six dollars. After Salters, llomo was neal' two others, (lno be· crews on the boats never went 
threw it to the youngsters, who' thp. plea:<urp·seeker" went on to the longiIlg 10 hi" g'1'u,"lfalh,·r. Ihe hOIll" to lunch, nllll :t major Pl'ol>· 
gathered it eagerly into wagons, La TOlll'ptle (or a ~UlllplllOUS din- oUlpr nile hi" tlO('lp'~, Tit .. 1;'1111 kill wa. tn lind oul when it wa~ 
and went off to town to peddle W,I', mill Ihel'p ag'ain tllp. young on wit;.'1! Ill(> Ih!',,(> h,,"~"~ n'~I"rI lilli" 10 .'"t. Pra('lknlly "" onl' 
theJr easy-won mercbandjse. fIlPH ,:tafiIPl"pd 10 look ~ftpl' thp. \\"a~ !.!i\I'U to ('(><4 1Ill'" :!T'lndfalh"r cal'!'i.'d :; w:lldl.:-;o 111i'.\" tinall;: ';1'1­

The boys, according to Cealus" hot'l"p~.....i.~11I~· mflthpr. Rp~~ip.'h,\" :\khnlas "rlll HII;·d\lrh.. a n!'-h· 111·d nil a .~tll!!lIOIl. 'I'll'.\" S!lltii,·d 
receiv"ed high prices lor the sea.. W}l~ on Ihf' :-:181« of thp 1.a TOIlt'Pltfo pry flWHl'f. wlto Ii,,'d nil .\\I'IIiIf' f' tltl' mil\("n"lll~ I)f If\f.I lJailr .,"\,"111'­

(ood until tile fishermen finally anti prnilHbly glilllllF...<1 ~ollle of lll~ ant! ;;7111 "I" alld 10)' "holll hnlll ,jn" hn"l~ Ihal '1"'111 '0 ('nil"." I" 
('aught on to the enterprise and nolahl"'~ who RloPI1ed Ihpl'!". Iii ... :.:nll,<iraIIH'1' '1,,01 'alh.,1' ""I''''lalld, aUlj l"al'llPoj Iltal nllO nf 11""11, 
lHal'ted paying them for selling the Become Real Firemen emjlloyed, (','alliS h('lie\.,~ Ihal :111" Thomas 1', \\'<1.1(', ""ad"," (he 
CHff"h ; .."Ip",d or g-ivin'l' it to IbpUl, Cealus and SOnle of his contem- sOllie of hiB autec"deuts lIIay ha,'e lighlllou~e "\'!'J'Y day at ,'x<lcily 

Commun,ty Fire House porarics turned their arson inter' heen slaves of the Van Buskirk noon. Arter tlmt tile Thomas P. 
nuring th~ ~e"entie!". tllA fire ests to more serious expression in family. a.nd thus came by the 'Vade hecame synonymous with 

house was often the scene of lively 1888 when they joined Protection surname, lunch. and as soon as she'd slide 
Rocial attain. There was always Company 5 as volunteers, This The memory of Bayonne's early up to the lighthousp , lhc hoys 
plenty or food and fun at those company was on Broadway between re8idellts alway~ iJl'ings a Wal'lII would pull uut, their 1111,,:11 haRkelF 
pal'tie~, Th~ children wer9 im'ited r,t~l Ilnd 5~l1d SIs" and is now a glo\\' to Cealu~, for as llf' PillS it, and go to work, 
In during Iile "al'il' part. oC tlle Fire lIn partm"nt reoair Ehop, Later pPol>l", wpre "ldo.I"1' a"'1 rl'j"11011',.· """:.",, 1'It one tim~ was €fl'IP\oy€'rt; 
"",wing, all.1 whpn Ihe hUllr HI'- ." 

ril'P,1 for lhA shintlig 10 bet'ome' 
t;'l'it'llr "II ,,,lull 3ffail', ih~ yonth'l 
rul 1!O<'ia t lions w('re relm:lant 101 
IN~\p.. ! 



<nil CUIllI) s ral'lll at 46th ::;t. and Old: 
: Plank Ruad, tending cows and 
Iworking in the 1l~lds, Later he be. ,"lI11Hl eoacilluun for both ''.'illiamI,11111 .rO!\E'llh Salter, and ahout 1900 
'.ioinf-If the Title WatE'r ASSOciated 
i Oil ('0. "'lip!'fI hI' "'as pmployed in 

1"1Il'iOlls "Hpadti(>!\ uutil ahout J(l 

"""aI',, U<{fI. Dom ,Ja(,kson. hiR ti"sl i 
1\ if.... dipd "/Jout :lU Yf'UIR ago, after, 

I 
I whiclt Ite married Mar4 Thompson'l' 
Who died seven years ago. Cealus 
now lives with his daUghter, Ceo 
(~lIia. who works dUring the lIay., 
aud 1\!'PJl~ Imuse fOIl' him, ; 

I C.,ulus has lived to spe Bayonue' 'll'HUl'{ormed froIll a farm center to 
lUI Industrial hub, but to him the 
peninsula will always remain theII'll IIl'iuary of a hllluh"ld sentimflnta I 

1,·haUlfIU!". 11.., rarely passes nE'ar 
! thA (·ity Iiup, hnt he is rpmindf>d 
or "'PIli' "tlllll1H't' ",'ellln:;s When 
''',allll''n <III lite :'Ironi" (''1l1ul lift . 
•<,,f ! I"'it' \'ihranl ,'oil:!?R ill ~"Iljr, He 
..a" )"'!JJPlnh ... t, I hI' "i<:uic:;, Ihe; 
ht:ITy-pi,'ldng, an!! I he il'l'esistahle' 
~lUcll of Ult; brine ou spl'ing 1Utll'II- , 
lugs. He remembers the days'

'wilen frolicking youngsters made' 
'of!' with the Ilre apparatus, and: 
exa!'!perated Ilremen had to pull it I 

from tho mild. I 
flul most of all, he I'ementbersI 

Ihe JlE'ople of early Bayonne-"the 
\\'{llldt'rful. kind, friendly TlM!>I"" 


